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INTRODUCTION 
The official seal of the city of Atlanta shows the phoenix which 
rose from its ashes to start life anew. It is a symbol of the rebirth 
of the city after its burning during the Civil War. The Latin word 
"resurgens" written on the seal means, in fact, "rising again." The 
emblem is a reminder of a not too distant past and of the people who have 
made Atlanta a virile, growing urban center throughout the years. Sharing 
in the development of this city have been black men who have in various 
ways contributed to its growth. While some have left their names on 
the pages of Atlanta's history, others have remained anonymous. They 
have all had one thing, at least, in common. Atlanta's Negroes have been 
as were those in other sections, relegated to the level of second-class 
citizens throughout much of the city's history. But despite economic, 
political, educational, and social proscriptions which hindered their full 
development, Atlanta's black citizens have achieved. 
The purpose of this paper is to examine the political, economic and 
educational aspects of the black experience in Atlanta between the years 
1880-1895. Attention will also be given to injustices suffered by, and 
civil wrongs imposed upon them. This will be done through an examination 
and analysis of the city's daily newspapers, proceedings of the Atlanta 
city council, acts of the Georgia General Assembly, such reports as those 
of the Commissioner of State Schools, and relevant secondary sources. It 
is hoped that such a study will illuminate an important phase of Atlanta's 
i i i 
history which has not in the past, received adequate attention in the 
traditional accounts of the city's past; accounts which all too often 
have ignored the Negroes' contributions. 
Results of this study strongly suggest that Professor Rayford 
Logan's designation of the years between l88o and the turn of the century 
as "the nadir" in the lives of Negroes, is an apt one. That the so-called 
Compromise of 1877 was adopted at the expense of Negroes is too well- 
known to need recounting in this paper. Suffice it to say that "a suc¬ 
cession of weak Presidents, between 1877 and 1901, facilitated the con¬ 
solidation of white supremacy in the South," as well as "Northern accept¬ 
ance of victory for the 'Lost Cause'. 
Referred to as "the principal architect of the consolidation of 
white supremacy in the South," Rutherford B. Hayes made a so-called good 
will tour of the South in September. In Atlanta he assured Negroes that 
it was his belief that their "rights and interests would be safer" if the 
great mass of intelligent Southern "white men were let alone by the 
general government.That this was a Republican President talking was 
not lost among the Negroes of Atlanta. For them, as for others, it might 
well have marked the beginning of their nadir. 
Although most of the Presidents who served during this period were 
Republicans, Grover Cleveland, who was elected to that office in 1884 was 
a Democrat. He was elected again in 1892, with the term of a Republican 
^Rayford W. Logan, The Betrayal of the Negro; From Rutherford B. 
Hayes to Woodrow Wilson, Collier Books (London: Collier-Macmi11 an 
Ltd., 1965), p. 23. 
21bid., p. 38. 
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intervening in 1888-1892. Negroes soon found out that it made little 
difference who sat in the White House; they could expect little help from 
that source. Disillusioned with the Republican Party, and lacking con¬ 
fidence in the Democratic Party, a number of Black men began to look 
forward with interest to the emerging People's Party. The term Populist 
came to be widely used as the name of this party apparently as the result 
of the protest of an early white member who complained that, although he 
found it easy to use Republican or Democrat when referring to members of 
those parties, it was awkward to designate a person as a "Peoples." For 
whatever the reason, the name Populist came into popular usage as the 
designation of this short-lived, but briefly potent third party. 
v 
CHAPTER I 
VOTING AND POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
An increase in registration is one of the best indications of the 
growth of a city. Although it is clear evidence of an increase in popu¬ 
lation, the registration of a city may depend upon other facts as well. 
These would include local conditions, local pride, prevailing issues, 
and the overall interest of the people. The election of officers and 
the settlement of questions of local or general importance is also quite 
significant as one reflection of a city's growth. In 1880 the population 
for the city of Atlanta was 45,000 while in 18/0 it was only 21,789. 
This meant a 106 per cent increase by the year 1880. ^ In 1880, 849 blacks 
registered to vote. From 1890 to 1900 the registration of Atlantans 
increased more than 100 per cent. In 1890, the black registration was 
587 while the number of whites registered totaled 4,165. The white regis¬ 
tration increase for this ten-year period was 5,531» while the black 
increase for this same period of time was only 376.^ 
Evidently there was not very much political activity among blacks in 
^Pail y Constitution, July 3» 1880. Title varied from time to time 
but for this study will be cited as Atlanta Constitution. 
^Thomas H. Martin, Atlanta and It's Builders (Atlanta: Century 
Memorial Publishing Company, 1902), II, p. 482. 
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Atlanta for the city election of 1880, as the Constitution cited very 
little information of such. At the same time, however, the number of black 
people in Atlanta involved in the gubernatorial race during this same 
year was larger. 
Campaigns for the office of mayor began in early July when an edi¬ 
torial was written in behalf of Samuel M. Inman, leading Atlanta indus- 
tralist. 
At no time in the history of Atlanta was it necessary for us 
to have a second man for mayor of our city. The names of 
some good men have been mentioned but no names that would 
unite the vote of the city. We want a man of financial 
ability and undoubted integrity, so as to keep the credit 
of our city at the present high stand it has taken. Then 
we want a man that will understand the wants of the city, 
and one that will judiciously administer the office. I 
know of no man better qualified on these grounds than Mr. 
Samuel M. Inman. If he will consent to be a candidate he 
will be elected by the largest majority ever given in this 
city. 
Mercator 
The following month two additional names were added to the list 
as possible candidates for the office of mayor. One person made his 
candidacy public in the following announcement: 
I hereby announce myself a candidate for the 
office of mayor of Atlanta at the ensuing municipal 
election 2 
James W. English 
In this same edition of the Constitut ion friends of Hannibal I. 
Kimball made known his bid for that same office with their endorsement: 
^Editorial, Atlanta Constitution, July 3> 1880. 
^Ibid., August 21, 1880. 
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Atlanta abounds with substantial evidence that Mr. Hannibal 
I. Kimball would make a practical, progressive, energetic 
mayor. His name is therefore hereby presented for that 
office at the next election. 
Many Friends 
On November 30, 1880, two days before the election, English made 
the following comments of attempted injuries to hurt him in his campaign. 
Therefore, in this article he gives an assessment of his entire life to 
the other: 
To the voters of the city of Atlanta an atempt is made in 
a communication published in the Constitution and the Post- 
Appea1 of Sunday morning signed "stockholders" prepared by 
H. I. Kimball and furnished for publication by his secretary 
to injure me in my candidacy for mayor, by the statement 
amongst other things, that in 1866 or 1867, I came to Atlanta 
and took charge of the bar and Billiard room of the National 
hôte 1 . 
I desire in reply, to state, over my own signature, that after 
serving in the confederate army in Virginia for four years 
without discredit, at least to myself, and having surrendered 
with the army under General Lee at Appomattox, I came to 
Atlanta in May, 1865 with fifty cents in my pocket, which was 
everything I had on earth. On this fifty cents I lived for 
five days and sleeping at night under the old shed, about 
where the car shed now is, with returning soldiers as best 
I could. 
The first employment I obtained was carrying brick at fifty 
cents a day, but soon after was employed in a store at better 
compensation, in which business I continued until the national 
hotel was opened. I was not connected with the bar of the 
hotel, but had I been so connected I would have been engaged 
in a far more honest and honorable business than a certain set 
of men headed by one Hannibal I. Kimball, Rufus B. Bullock 
and E. N. Kimball, who shortly afterwards opened out in their 
line of business in the same hotel. The line of business in 
which these parties engaged was what H. I. Kimball is pleased 
to call (I quote his language) "the trusted managers of large 
investments of others."2 
^Ibid., August 21, 1880. 
^Ibid., November 30, 1880. 
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From the information quoted below, it seems as if the Constitution 
endorsed him for mayor as it, to a certain extent, denounces Kimball, 
who was the other major opponent for mayor: 
It seems to be a source of great gratification to the 
friends of Mr. Kimball that his side of the canvass for 
the mayorality has been non-abusive. Let us waive the 
question and allow them this small comfort, it being all 
that they are likely to get. The surgeon's knife, on 
occasion, cuts deep to save life, and those having tender 
feet should avoid the crowd. Unfortunately for these 
partial friends and sympathizers, they forget that the record 
of their candidate furnishes a perfect magazine of weapons of 
attack, any one of which can be made more powerful than that 
of David, as recorded in sacred history. Coming to this city 
before the great exodus, I have a lively recollection of the 
flush times and the inevitable reaction. The state of Georgia 
benefit of its governor and his coadjutors, was left to rejoice 
at its deliverance, and to pay the piper; later on to suffer the 
reproach of those who (wile of the ring) had been left in the 
scramble, and would impeach her unsullied honoré 
It is quite encouraging to note that the black citizens of Atlanta 
made bid for public office this year with Augustus Thompson of the third 
ward. Thompson was a very industrious black man who was quite instru¬ 
mental in helping to organize in 1870, the first Negro lodge of "the 
Odd Fellows in the Empire State of the South." This was an organization 
set up for the purpose of bettering the existing conditions under which 
blacks were forced to live.^ 
With the election coming off the first Wednesday in December, 1880, 
the citizens of Atlanta cast their ballots. There were 3>610 votes cast 
in this election, which was somewhat lighter than the number of persons 
^Edward R. Carter, The Black Side: A Partial History of the 
Business, F ’' * ' iomic Side of the Negro in Atlanta, Georgia 
Ibid., December 1, 1880 
^Atlanta 
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registered. As can be seen from the chart listed below, blacks supported 
Kimball for mayor. In the first, second and fifth wards English led his 
opponent, while the third and fourth wards, predominantly black, gave 
Kimball majorities. Because of the black support given to Kimball, 
English was only able to win by a small majority of fifty-four (54) 
votes. ^ 
Candidates for Mayor 1 st 2nd 
Wards 
?rd 4th 5th Totals 
J. W. English 338 260 155 341 339 1433 




Counci 1-1st Ward Second Ward 
R. J. Lowry 2706 M. E. Maher 1265 R. H. Knapp 1615 
A. Watson 96 
A. J. Pinson 
F. S. Peacock 




William Laird 1100 
Third Ward Fourth Ward Fifth Ward 
D. A. Beatie 1219 J. W. Johnson 1836 W. D. Payne 1432 
E. M. Greeson 291 J. L. Langston 818 Pat Lynch 1261 
Sid Hoi1ard 681 C. 0. Jones 110 
Augustus 
Thompson (Negro) 585 
After serving in this office for more than a year, Mayor English 
1 
Atlanta Constitution, December 2, 1880. 
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acknowledged some inadequacies in Atlanta's system of registering voters. 
He felt that the city government should make provisions to have regis¬ 
tration books opened in each ward, in order to relieve voters of the 
inconvenience of traveling to City Hall from many remote areas of the 
city. It was also recognized that less than one half of the voting 
population controlled the city's affairs.' 
Unlike the city election, the Constitution reported interesting 
information regarding black involvement in the gubernatorial race. Their 
choice for governor was the incumbent Alfred Holt Colquitt. In his sup¬ 
port they organized and involved themselves in a Colored Colquitt Club. 
Below is information as printed in the Consti tution regarding this club: 
The Colored Colquitt Club of the 5th Ward met at Antioch 
Church last night and was presided over by Samuel T. 
Steele the president. He made a very interesting speech 
in favor of Governor Colquitt. He was followed by Paul 
Vaughn, who stated that he was working with all his might 
for the governor's election. Sim Wright next addressed the 
meeting and was followed by D. Craddock in a speech in 
Governor Colquitt's behalf. 
When Governor Colquitt is elected by a rousing majority 
the Norwood organs will console themselves by saying that 
"the niggers elected him." That is if the majority isn't 
so stunned that they won't have the strength to say any¬ 
thing.^ 
The following month Atlanta blacks continued to show their prefer¬ 
ence for Colquitt. The Constitution carried some interesting and pertinent 
information concerning this: 
Last night three hundred Colored Colquitt men had a very 
enthusiastic and important meeting in Bell's Hall to prepare 
^Atlanta City Council Proceedings, January 2, 1882, p. 670. Here¬ 
after cited as "Proceedings." 
^Atlanta Constitution, September 29, 1880. 
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for the work next week. Four or five Norwood darkies 
tried to get up a crowd outside the hall, but failed 
signally. The meeting was addressed by Jackson McHenry 
in the happiest manner. He declared the colored people 
if left alone would vote solidly for Colquitt. He 
appealed to them to stand to their rights and vote for the 
man of their choice. McHenry was followed by J. W. Madison 
of Bartow, who declared that his county would give Colquitt 
a large, very large vote. He says the colored voters there 
are very solid for the man who has done so much for them. 
He declared that the colored people all over Georgia would 
come to the support of Colquitt. The meeting enthusiastically 
endorsed Governor Colquitt. Jackson McHenry held up the con¬ 
vict catechism to the colored people in such disgusting a 
light that they justly construed it into an insult to their 
intelligence. McHenry, W. H. Harrison and M. H. Billy will 
address the colored people in behalf of Governor Colquitt 
at the Capitol next Monday night and after the speaking there 
will be a grand supper at Bell's Ha 11.^ 
A day later, George McKinney made the following comments and pre¬ 
diction which appeared in the Cons titut ion: 
This night ends a week which has been a lively one with 
me. I have attended a meeting somewhere every night and the 
colored people will come up all right on election day. Colquitt 
will carry Fulton by eight thousand majority. Captain Bray tells 
me Colquitt will be elected, but he hates to say it. The best 
posted Norwood man whom I can find admit that he will be defeated. 
Respectfully, 
George McKinney^ 
Two days later, nearing the close of the election an editorial made 
this prediction: 
As far as human calculation can estimate Governor Colquitt's 
election is assured by a large majority. But no victory is 
so certain or overwhelming that one day of inaction may not 
turn it into defeat. The Norwood men with nothing to lose and 
everything to gain are active, energetic and full of resources. 
The Colquitt Central Committees have information that a des¬ 
perate effort is being made and will be made up to the close 
^Ibid., October 2, 1880. 
^Ibid., October 3» 1880. 
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of the polls, to throw the solid colored vote against 
Governor Colquitt. This attempt cannot succeed and 
nothing but the most lavish use of money will make it 
ever partially successful.^ 
Information on black political activities in 1882 was about just 
as hard to come by as that of 1880. One obvious source was the Daily 
Constitution. The absence of much information suggests that activities 
of Negroes in this campaign was rather limited. 
In early November, John B. Goodwin and Dr. E. I. Roach were 
announced as candidates for the office of mayor.^ In mid-November, 
however, J. H. Seal announced his candidacy for that same office. The 
city election was to be held December 6, the first Wednesday in the 
month. 
In December the following endorsement of Goodwin appeared in a local 
newspaper : 
The books of registration have been closed, and the voters 
are probably making up their minds definitely as to whom they 
will select next Wednesday for mayor of Atlanta. The position 
is a very important one demanding capacity, integrity and experi¬ 
ence. Three good citizens and clear gentlemen are offering for 
the position. Of the three only one has actual familiarity with 
the practical workings of the present city government in all its 
bearings under the new city charter. 
As councilman and a alderman for six years John B. Goodwin 
helped to administer the city affairs under that charter and he 
knows all about its workings and this had superior excellence 
to either of his opponents. He has forecast enough to estimate 
accurately the receipts of the city and to so conduct the govern¬ 
ment as to keep the expense within the income. Capable, honest, 
experienced and popular, he is well fitted for the office, and he 
will be elected by the people. 
Observer^ 
^Editorial, ibid., October 5, 1880. 
^Ibid., November 2, 1882. 
31bid., Decemger 3> 1882. 
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Of the five thousand and more possible voters in Atlanta only 3805 
registered to vote; 771 black and 3034 whites. These few individuals 
were the ones to elect the city officials to serve in a growing city for 
the next two years.^ 
Black participation in the December 7, 1882 election can be easily 
detected by reviewing the predominantly black 3rd and 4th wards on the 





1 st 2nd 3rd 4th 3th Totals 
J. B. Goodwin 363 185 141 354 264 1247 
E. J. Roach 234 178 93 196 80 881 
J. H. Seals 104 74 53 161 108 500 
For Alderman 
John Mecaslin 















William Gramlinq 177 103 50 196 206 731 
J. A. Gray 189 120 100 23 143 785 
W. M. Middlebrook 166 141 51 148 70 576 
J. M. Bor ring 113 71 83 137 137 541 
Second Ward 
J. H. Ketner 274 213 145 337 237 1206 
Vol. Dunnin 334 210 135 254 285 1315 
G. H. Eddleman 28 10 8 25 36 107 
^Ibid., December 6, 1882. 
~ I b i d., December 1, 1882. 
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S. W. Day 383 253 182 423 283 1529 
Frank Arnold 241 170 105 289 255 1060 
Fourth Ward 
J. S. Garmany 333 180 144 315 269 1241 
B. F. Longley 281 230 131 390 217 1309 
M. M. Brannon 1 8  3 4 5 21 
Fifth Ward 
Elias Halman 426 256 165 412 338 1597 
Z. A. Rice 210 172 123 226 217 1017 
In 1884 a total of 4,113 persons registered to vote , 773 blacks 
and 3340 whites.^ Black involvement is ; evidenced by the 1 resu 1ts of their 
activity at the polls. They supported George Hillyer almost 100 per cent 
for mayor. It was also during this election that a sixth ward was added 
to the city. The population of the city was steadi 1 y on the increase. 
The following is a fu11 vote of 
O 
the city by wards: 
Candidates: Wards 
For Mayor 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6 th Totals 
Georqe Hi 11yer 432 529 226 188 263 499 2137 
Reuber Arnold 219 69 161 181 177 144 951 
Alderman 
J. R. Gramling 581 525 328 250 345 603 2632 
J. T. Coope 595 536 361 343 375 582 2792 
J. A. Anderson 231 284 122 145 170 370 1264 
H. G. Hutchinson 445 338 285 240 330 312 2008 
^Report of the State School Comroissioner of Georgia to the General 
Assembly (Atlanta:James P. Harrison & Co.,State Printers, 1884), 
Table IX. 
2 
Atlanta Constitut ion, December 4, 1884. 
Candidates Wards 
For Councilman 1 st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th Totals 
First Ward 
W. M. Middlebrooks 438 516 230 169 257 522 2138 
J. 0. Perkins 214 77 148 199 184 106 928 
Second Ward 
J. W. Alexander 334 164 190 181 217 150 1246 
W. J. Garrett 311 129 194 172 207 485 1798 
Third Ward 
0. A. Beatie 339 160 177 117 153 446 1701 
J. G. Woodward 294 111 182 243 281 178 1289 
James Johnson 4 8 27 4 16 10 69 
Fourth Ward 
E. F. May 421 576 213 189 252 513 2104 
M. B ridwe11 234 76 174 177 187 122 970 
Fifth Ward 
Z. A. Rice 365 178 184 171 159 437 1789 
J. W. McPaul 292 116 198 193 285 201 1285 
Sixth Ward 






371 440 444 3075 
In the midst of prohibition this election caused a great deal of 
controversy. Because of such it was necessary that a fusion ticket be 
voted on and adopted. As will be assessed in a later chapter, the prin¬ 
ciple of the fusion ticket was to preserve equilibrium between the pro¬ 
hibitionists and anti-prohibitionists to prevent further agitation and 
insure conservative laws. Even after the adoption of the fusion ticket 
a number of persons disagreed with it. This group subsequently formed 
a "People's ticket." Ironically, the "People's ticket" endorsed the same 
candidates as the "fusion ticket" with the exception of two candidates. 
These candidates were W. P. Elliott of the second ward and J. M. McGuire 
12 
of the fourth ward.' A total of 1,035 blacks and 3,702 whites registered 
to vote in this election. Below is a listing by wards of the results of 
O 
this election. 
Candi dates Wards 
For Mayors 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th Totals 
John T. Cooper 444 439 256 268 281 496 2184 
For Aldermen 
W. A. Hemphill 402 422 219 228 252 470 1996 
J. H. Mec odin 437 437 249 267 281 495 2166 
R. T. Dorsey 433 440 246 274 279 499 2171 
For Councilman 
First Ward 
G. H. Tanner 440 439 
U
"\ 
eg 263 282 498 2179 
Second Ward 
H. A. Boynton 216 304 122 165 144 327 1278 
W. P. Elliott 231 149 140 176 146 174 1016 
Third Ward 
E. T. Allen 441 437 252 269 281 501 2181 
Fourth Ward 
L. B. Nelson 201 246 120 104 140 322 1183 
J. W. McGuird 243 143 130 172 149 181 1018 
Fifth Ward 
H. M. Beutel1 444 435 257 271 280 494 2181 
Sixth Ward 
F. P. Rice 400 14 229 236 261 458 1998 
November 28, 1888 several announcements were made regarding public 
office. Two major campaign tickets had been formulated, namely, the con¬ 
servative ticket and the "People's" ticket.^ However, one day later the 
1 bid., December 1, 1886. 
^Ibid., December 2, 1886. 
^Ibid. , November 28, 1888. 
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prohibitionists got together and organized a club to endorse their candi 
dates. They referred to their platform as "The Atlanta Ticket." They 
were afraid to call their ticket "Prohibition," as there were both "wets 
and "drys" in support of "The Atlanta Ticket."' The candidates running 
for office are listed below by respective ticket: 
The Conservative Ticket The People's Ticket 
Mayor J. T. Glenn Mayor Walter R. Brown 
Alderman W. M. Middlebrook Alderman A. M. Beutell 
CounciImen 
First Ward Joseph Hirch First Ward W. M. Curtis 
Second Ward J. I. Meador Second Ward J. C. Jenkins 
Third Ward A. S. Robbins Third Ward T. E. Collier 
Fourth Ward J. S. McLendon Fourth Ward W. D. Smith 
Fifth Ward Anton L. Konig Fifth Ward D. P. Morris 
Sixth Ward Hugh T. Inman Sixth Ward J. A. LeSueur 
The Atlanta Ticket 
Mayor William Markham 
Alderman W. M. Middlebrooks 
First Ward J. P. Trotti 
Second Ward Perry Chisholm 
Third Ward A. S. Robbins 
Fourth Ward James S. McLendon 
Fifth Ward W. B. Miles 
Sixth Ward Hugh T. Inman 
Black people were not too active during this election and did not 
bother to organize a ticket of their own. Besides, most blacks decided 
not to take a vocal stand, but calmly supported the "conservative ticket" 
during the election. Perhaps the reasons cited below speak for themselves. 
It seems certain that their support was sought by certain factions: 
The colored people of this city are entitled to praise for 
the course they are pursuing in our municipal election. It 
was well understood that some of our local politicians were very 
anxious to inveigle the colored men off to support any ticket 
^ I b i d., November 29, 1888. 
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opposed to the conservative ticket. Bribes were held out for 
insignificant offices, and matters were carried even further than 
prudent men in the confidence of the office seekers would stand. 
The majority of colored men have determined to stand in this 
election with the men who have in the past and who propose in 
the future to stand for Atlanta. They recognize the fact that 
it was better for them not to nominate a ticket, but to work in 
harmony with those who were not seeking office, but who were 
selected for their fitness for the place. In taking this con¬ 
servative course they are doing much to advance their positions 
as citizens.^ 
It is interesting to note here, that the Republican Benjamin Harrison 
had just been elected to the office of the presidency. Because of this a 
number of questions were being raised concerning whether or not the South 
would have a place in his cabinet. In late November, 1888, many of these 
questions were answered as Harrison sent Congressman Oats down to Atlanta 
to express his feeling about the South and specifically how he felt about 
black people in politics. Below are excerpts from Congressman Oats' 
message to the people of Atlanta: 
When the negro is eliminated from politics then the people of 
the South can think and vote for their convictions, and then 
there can be a republican party in the South. The democratic 
party in the South is composed of old wings and democrats, and 
if the negro is disfranchised they will again divide. The en¬ 
franchisement of the negro had been no practical benefit to them 
but is a source of irritation to the white people. If they 
were disfranchised, better and friendlier relations would exist 
between them and the whites.2 
On December 6, 1888 the Consti tution headlines read, "It Is Mayor 
Glenn.He and the entire conservative ticket carried every ward in the 
city except the first ward. As mentioned earlier and as shown in the 
election returns below, blacks supported the conservative ticket whole- 
^Editorial, ibid., November 30, 1888. 
^Ibid., November 30, 1888. 
^Ibid., December 6, 1888. 
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heartedly. It should also be noted that this was the first election 
in the city's history that carried an extra aldermanic position. Dr. 
H. G. Hutchinson was elected to this post by defeating John J. Falvey 
by a handsome majority of 894 votes. There were 999 blacks and 3>967 
whites registered to vote in this election.^ The results are listed 
below: 
Candi date 
For Mayor 1st 2nd 
Wards 
3rd 4th ?th 6th Tota1s^ 
G1 enn 475 519 316 352 417 745 2824 
Brown 500 266 254 334 199 281 1834 
Alderman at large 
Middlebrooks 480 511 304 352 356 704 2707 
Beute11 459 266 263 308 260 317 1903 
Aldermen 
Hutchinson 5 67 408 322 384 428 613 2717 
Falvey 372 368 245 264 176 308 1823 
During the election of 1890 a full slate of black candidates com¬ 
peted with whites for all available city positions. The following is a 
listing of those candidates and the number of votes they received in the 
city election of 1890:^ 
Mayor--- — Hon. W. A. Hemphill - 2,089 votes 
Alderman-- Hon. Frank P. Rice - 2,085 votes 
A. J. Shropshire - 2,094 votes 
Willis Murphy, (colored) 315 votes 
T. P. Moyer, (colored) - 317 votes 
^Georgia Comptroller General's Report, 1888, Table IX. 
^Atlanta Constitution, December 6, 1888. 
^Proceedings, December 14, 1890, pp. 485-486. 
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Councilman Joshua Tye - 2,092 votes 
1st Ward J. W. Palmer (colored) - 316 votes 
Councilman --N. C. Sawti 1 1 - 2,094 votes 
2nd Ward J. D. Pender, (colored) - 315 votes 
Councilman ---Arnold Broyles - 2,092 votes 
3rd Ward L. L. Lee, (colored) 317 votes 
Councilman  --C. E. Murphy - 2,092 votes 
4th Ward H. H. Crumbley, (colored) - 316 votes 
Councilman   J. D. Turner - 2,093 votes 
5th Ward C. McHenry, (colored) - 318 votes 
Councilman A. L. Holbrook - 2,089 votes 
6th Ward R. J. Lovingwood, (colored) 
- 317 votes 
The interest among blacks may very well be detected from the number 
1 
registered to vote in this election as indicated in the above chart. 
None of the blacks who ran for public office won, but they did prove that 
they had the potential to compete for any city position. 
In 1892 John B. Goodwin was elected mayor. The entire "Municipal 
Ticket" went through this election without opposition. There were 1561 
blacks and 5904 whites registered to vote in this election. This table 
3 
shows the total number of votes each candidate received. 
Candidates for 
Public Office   Position Total Votes 
J. B. Goodwin 
Arnold Broyles 
Phil Harraison 
Joe Hirsch Councilman - 
H. C. Stockde11 
0. A. Beatie 




First Ward 2184 
Second Ward 2185 
Third Ward 2183 
Fourth Ward 2167 
^Georgia Comptroller General's Report, 1890, Table IX. 
21bid., 1892, Table IX. 
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Position Total Votes 
Zack Martin Fifth Ward 2190 
E. C. Peters Sixth ard 2192 
Of the 7,745 citizens who registered to vote in the city election 
of 189^»(1305 blacks and 6440 whites), less than fifteen hundred voted.^ 
Very little interest was taken during this election and there would have 
been less until it was rumored that blacks would support an "independ¬ 
ent" for the position of mayor. Evidence of this is shown in an article 
of the Constitution which is listed below: 
A day or two before the election it was suggested by some 
of the candidates that opposition might be sprung to one 
of the nominees and that the large colored vote of the 
third and fourth wards would be drilled to turn out in a 
body and vote for the proposed opposition, hoping that the 
voters who had been nominated the ticket would remain away 
from the polls and in that way secure the election of an 
independent. This set the nominees to work. Other than that 
the vote would have been one of the smallest ever known to 
the city of Atlanta. None of the wards put up anything to 
encourage interest in this election. The largest vote in the 
city was polled in the sixth ward while the smallest vote 
was given in the seventh, the baby ward of the city. The 
second ward gave the second largest vote while the first came 
next, the fifth, third and fourth following in the order 
named.2 
Of the information obtained from the materials cited, it is appar¬ 
ent that political activities among Negroes was fairly limited. Of the 
large number of black people in Atlanta in 1880, only 849 registered to 
vote. The number who actually voted was considerably lower than the 
number registered. The question is raised as to the reason for such a 
^Ibid., December 6, 1894. 
^Ibid. 
18 
small number of registered Negroes in Atlanta. A logical response to this 
question would be the injustices and wrongs inflicted upon them by white 
demagogues. At the same time political bosses of both parties continued 
to manipulate the black vote. Blacks were caught between a crossfire as 
most of them were economically dependent upon whites. In the event they 
voted contrary to the wishes of these whites they could be persecuted. 
Under the circumstances, it seemed the better part of wisdom for most 
Negroes of Atlanta to refrain from voting. The only exception to this 
generalization appeared in the prohibition campaign. But the prohibition 
issue was not fundamental, economically or politically, and there was 
little opposition to Negroes voting in that campaign. 
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY 
Thompson and "The Odd Fellows of Atlanta" were not alone in their 
efforts to acquire equality for Negroes. Many other organizations were 
set up to promulgate the ideologies of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness for blacks in Atlanta. 
In revising the jury list for Fulton County, the jury commissioners 
added the names of approximately two hundred and fifty "intelligent" and 
"upright" black citizens of the county. By law they were required to 
select such persons both carefully and impartially. Moreover, a recent 
decision of the United States Supreme Coir t had stated beyond question, 
that qualified blacks could not be excluded from the jury box. To deny 
any person in good standing the right to participate in this public duty 
could subject the jury commissioners to action by the United States 
Supreme Court. Therefore it was agreed by competent authority that 
19 
"intelligent" and "upright" black men should be included on the lists 
with the stipulation that they could be accepted or rejected by parties 
as they might choose. However, in several other Southern states blacks 
had for years served as acceptable and trustworthy jurors.' 
On July 7, 1880, the Constitution refuted the commitment made by 
the jury corrmi ssioner s that they would put some 250 black men on the list. 
On the contrary only twenty-four black men were added. Listed below by 
2 
areas of residence are their names: 
North Atlanta - Roderick Badger, Moses Calhoun, Peter Eskridge, 
Henry C. Fais, William Finch, Alexander Hamilton, 
David T. Howard, R. J. Henry, Josepher Hankerson, 
Washington Johnson, Mich Mitchell, Peter McMurray, 
V. A. Murdock, H. V. M. Norris, Robert Steel, 
James Tate. 
South Atlanta - William H. Crogman, Mitchell Cargile, Nick Holmes, 
John W. Upshaw, Jefferson Wylie, William Warwick. 
Block Hall - Hilliard Durden 
Buckhead - Green Kirsey 
The following allegation reveals the actual feeling of many white 
observers about blacks who served as jurors. They tried to make their point 
by attempting to reveal how some blacks on trial objected to being tried 
'ibid., July 3, 1880. See Ex Parte Virginia (l880), Strauder v. 
West Virginia (1880), and Virginia v. Rives (l88o), in Robert E. 
Cushman and Robert F. Cushman, Cases in Constitutional Law (2nd ed.; 
New York: Appleton-Century-CroFts", 19^5), pp. 769-770. 
^Atlanta Constitution, July 7, 1380. 
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by juries that included blacks: 
That negro who objected to being tried for his life 
with one of his own race on the jury knows that if there 
is anything which one darkey likes better than the free¬ 
dom of a watermelon patch, it is to see another darkey 
get into a bad scrape and stay there. Atlanta has had 
its first negro juror, who promptly joined in convicting 
a Negro who was put on trial. The next prisoner was 
another negro charged with murder who strenuously objected 
to having one of his own race on the jury.^ 
Examples of disunity among Negroes apparently prompted satisfaction 
to the editor, as can be adduced from the following: 
There was another such case in Virginia some time ago 
when a black prisoner made the same objection on the 
ground that "niggers would hang a nigger just to see 
him kick." Whether this is mere self-libel or was a 
great physiological truth, the reluctance of blacks 
to be tried by men of their own color remains an 
indisputable fact, and a curious one.^ 
Blacks were sterotyped as being criminal by nature, morally weak 
and mentally insipid; therefore, they were arrested for quite a variety 
of things. The principle causes of these arrests were drunkenness, 
loitering, disorderly conduct, idleness and suspicion. The most prevalent 
cause of arrest was drunkenness.^ Many whites actually felt that the 
reason more blacks were arrested was because they loved litigation. 
Since many blacks were not able to pay the fines after being arrested, 
they were sent to prison and work gangs as a means of compensation. In 
1880 the Police Department called for a more rigid enforcement of the 
^Atlanta Constitution, July 14, 1880. 
2Ibid., July 15, 1880. 
3w. E. Burghardt Du Bois, Some Notes on Negro Crime, Particularly 
in Georgia (Atlanta: Atlanta University Publication, No. 9; Atlanta 
University Press, 1904), p. 49. 
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vagrancy law and asked that all idle vagabonds, both black and white, be 
put to work or asked to leave the city. In order to preserve white supre¬ 
macy at its lowest level, an act was passed forbidding white and black 
prisoners being chained together while at work.^ 
Another factor that must be considered when attempting to analyze 
the justice and equality of black folks has to do with the effectiveness 
of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments. These amendments on paper were 
indicative of a strictly democratic society striving to be just in its 
dealings with all its people. However, if the prevailing economic and 
psychological nature of the Negro's dependence upon the white man is 
2 
considered, it becomes clear that his political freedom was negligible. 
Blacks were intimidated and their civil rights infringed upon in many 
ways. Failure to be submissive, oftentimes meant the signing of their 
own death warrant. 
Although many efforts were made to alleviate racial prejudice, 
white demagogues continued to have a field day. Black people v/ere con¬ 
tinuously compelled to sit in their so called "place." The biased man¬ 
ner in which this editorial is written can be easily detected: 
A few days ago an account of some negroes being ejected 
from the ladies coach on the fast train of the Georgia 
Railroad at Conyers, was published in the Constitution. 
The matter has brought forth fruit quickly, for the ejected 
darkies have already made complaint to the interstate com¬ 
mission at V/ashington concerning the treatment they were 
subjected to. 
Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Georgia," 1800-1891 (Atlanta, 1891), I, 211-212. 
^C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913, Vol. IX 
Of a History of the South, ed. by Wendell Holmes Stephenson and E. Menton 
Coulter(10 vols;Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1943- 
1951), p. 57. 
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When the train left Atlanta, a company of negroes occupied 
seats in the ladies coach. The conductor asked them to go 
forward to the coach provided for them, equally as comfort¬ 
able as the one they were in and which white people were not 
allowed to ride. When the train stopped at the first tele¬ 
graph station a passenger got out and sent a telegram to 
Conyers, stating that the negroes were on board, and acquain¬ 
ting the Conyers party with all the facts. When the train 
stopped at Conyers, ten or twelve men, armed with guns and 
pistols, boarded, and stopped in front of the negroes. Then 
they pointed to the car in front of them. The pantomine was 
fully understood, and the negroes got, nor did they stand 
upon the order of their going. The passengers had no more 
trouble the rest of the trip, the negroes being very quiet 
and humble. The Conyers people were mentioned in terms of 
the greatest affectionJ 
^Atlanta Constitution, July 5> 1387. 
CHAPTER II 
BLACK INVOLVEMENT IN THE PROHIBITION ISSUE 
During the 1880's the citizens of Atlanta, both black and white, 
became involved in the prohibition issue. The reasons why the movement 
to eliminate alcoholic beverages appeared at this time are not quite 
clear. Although known as the "land of Dixie and Whiskey" even before 
the Civil War, there was always present in the South a potent temperance 
movement. As early as 1855 the "dry" faction in Georgia had offered a 
candidate for governor.' Although the Civil War years saw the movement 
wane, prohibitionists renewed their efforts in the decades following the 
war. The Women's Christian Temperance Union, which was organized in 
1874, had become a power in the South by the 18801s with the first local 
chapter being formed in Atlanta in April, 1880. It is of more than pass¬ 
ing interest to note that Georgia became the first Southern state to become 
legally dry, when in 1907 it adopted state-wide prohibition. Prior to 
that year, most of the state's counties had been "dried up" by local 
option. Seen in historical perspective then, Atlanta's actions are not 
too surprising. 
'John Samuel Ezell, The South Since 1865 (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1963), p. 398. 
2Ibid.. p. 399. 
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Prohibition forces in Atlanta and Fulton County united in 1885 and 
persuaded the state general assembly to pass a local option bill. This 
bill provided that if one-tenth of the county's registered voters peti¬ 
tioned for a referendum, an election would be held, at which time, if a 
majority voted against the sale of alcoholic beverages, sales would be 
banned for a period of two years.' Regardless to the outcome of the 
vote, the prohibition issue could not be revived again within that two- 
year period. 
This victory for the forces of prohibition was not as clear cut as 
it appeared to be on the surface. Statistics for the year 1885 reveal a 
flourishing beer and liquor business in the city of Atlanta. Aside from 
that, the city of Atlanta collected sizeable amounts of money in the form 
of license fees from both saloons and wholesale outlets. The proposed 
law would close, not only these outlets, but also hotel bars as well. 
Interestingly enough, two exemptions to a complete ban were provided. 
Domestic wines were specifically exempted from the restrictions of the 
proposed legislation, while sales of one quart or more of liquor would 
2 
be permitted. Prohibitionists recognized that these exemptions would 
certainly affect results of the two-year local-option experiment in the 
city and county. 
This was the background for a campaign for prohibition which was 
begun when a group of Negro prohibitionists met at the Lloyd Street 
'john Hammond Moore, "The Negro and Prohibition in Atlanta, 1885- 
1887," The South Atlantic Quarterly, LXIX (Winter 1970), 39. 
^Ibid., pp. 39-40. 
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Methodist Church (now Central Methodist Church) in October, 1885. In 
the same month, black "antiprohibitionists" held a mass rally attended 
by over 400 people at Thurman's Hall. Thus, the initial rallies of a 
campaign engaged in by both white and black people of Atlanta were held 
by Negroes. Arguing well for the possibility of black and white citizens 
cooperating in subsequent political campaigns was the fact that through¬ 
out this one, integrated rallies of both "wets" and "dries" were held. 
Adding a new dimension to the traditional arguments against the 
evils of strong drink, were those which were frankly racist. The Atlanta 
Journa 1, which lent its support to the prohibition forces, made this clear 
in the following editorial: 
We want our respectable anti-prohibitionists citizens, before 
they put on the red bar room badge to take a walk past the 
cluster of whiskey dens on Decatur Street; or other localities 
similarly cursed, and see the crowd of loafing bloated, hang 
dog looking toegroes who stand around these places with red 
badges on their rags, advertising the bar rooms and their 
own degradation. If the sickening sight is not enough to 
turn their stomachs and cause the blush of shame to rise in 
their cheeks at being found in such company, we will acknow¬ 
ledge that we are not able to understand the meaning of self 
respect. ^ 
As the prohibition fight began in October of 1885» saloons were 
allowed to be opened from 4 a.m. to 12 o'clock midnight. However, hotel 
bars could sell drinks thirty minutes before departure and thirty minutes 
after the arrival of trains, for the convenience of guests. All current 
liquor licenses were to expire on July 1, 1886. 
Meanwhile white antiprohibitionists formed a committee of twenty- 
five to spearhead their fight. They drew up a pamphlet which in essence 
^Editorial, Atlanta Journa1, November 18, 1885. 
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asked why, if prohibition was such a good idea other cities had not 
adopted it? They continued to address themselves to prevailing issues, 
rules and regulations that might come about if prohibition should be the 
victor in the coming election. The possibility of the passage of laws 
preventing drug stores from being open on Sunday and stopping street cars 
from running on Sundays was explored. They displayed their interest 
further by asserting that prohibition was a "put on" by the wealthy citi¬ 
zens of Atlanta who could afford to get liquor even if the city did go 
dry. At the same time the wealthy had private transportation at their 
convenience in the event public transportation was not available on 
Sundays. 
Later in November, white and Negro antiprohibitionists met at the 
courthouse to hear William A. Pledger, a noted Negro editor and poli¬ 
tician, speak in behalf of the antiprohibition movement. Over 800 were 
in attendance, which within itself showed interest and enthusiasm. 
The registration books closed at 5:00 p.m. November 15, 1885 as 
the last citizen to participate in the prohibition election registered 
to vote. The figures revealing the total number of persons registered 
are revealing. The city of Atlanta alone registered 7,213 names, which 
was the largest registration in the city's history. It is quite evident 
that prohibition did capture the interest of many Atlantans, as more 
people voted in this election than had voted in the October election of 
1884 for city officials. There were only two precincts in Atlanta at 
this time of which a total of 3,134 blacks and 4,079 whites voted. Below 
is a break-down of the areas in those precincts, and a comparison of the 
number of persons who registered for the city election of 1884 and those 
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North Atlanta 1373 3151 
South Atlanta 1695 4062 
South Bend 130 253 
Cooks 114 308 
East Point 39 106 
Peachtree 75 137 
West End 132 245 
Bryants 96 — 
Asairsvi11e 33 — 
Buck Head 127 — 
Oak Grove 89 — 
Col 1ins 44 ... 
T ota 1 s 3947 8262 
Black prohibitionists who had been fairly quiet up to this point, 
began to become much more vocal. They met at their churches for supper 
in an effort to engender enthusiasm and decided to convene the next day 
in order to go to the polls as a group. Listed below is information con¬ 
tained in an article of the Constitut ion to further attest to this: 
^Atlanta Constitution, November 15, 1885. 
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At Wheat Street Baptist Church the fourth ward prohibition 
dub met, about 300 strong. They were liberally supplied 
with supper, Beef, ham and mutton were served in various 
styles, and there was some "possum" which was pronounced 
unusually fine. Coffee and eggs were also served. A 
dozen colored women were in charge of the supplies and 
distributed them among the men. Once in a while some colored 
brother would exclaim "Good-bye Tanglefoot," or something like 
that, and would receive a round of cheers from his comrades. 
The Negroes were in excellent humor, and spoke enthusiastically 
of the contest which is to occur at the polls today. After 
enjoying their supper and giving three cheers for prohibition, 
they dispersed for their homes with the agreement that they 
would meet at the church at 7 o'clock this morning and proceed 
in a body to the polls. 
At the Butler Street Baptist Church the sixth ward prohibition 
club met at 11 o'clock, one hundred strong. They partook of 
coffee, sandwiches and other refreshments and went home before 
12 o'clock agreeing to meet at 7 o'clock for a general march 
to the pol1 s.1 
On November 25, 1885 the citizens of Atlanta and Fulton County 
went to the polls to cast their ballots. Of a total of 7,642 votes, 
prohibitionists won a small majority of 216. This victory was made pos¬ 
sible only because of strong support for prohibition in the rural areas 
of Fulton County. Of these ten precincts in the county, seven voted for 
prohibition.- Seemingly the prohibitionists had more money for the 
campaign, as the Young Men's Prohibition Club subsequently gave a total 
of $285.00 in the form of cash awards to Negro organizations recording the 
largest number of votes for prohibition. The first prize of $100.00 was 
won by the First Ward Club of which the reverend E. R. Carter, a Negro 
Baptist leader, was president. He emphasized that black people of Atlanta 
had the intelligence and honesty to vote "right" when a crucial issue had 
^Ibid., November 25, 1885• 
o 
Moore, "The Negro and Prohibition in Atlanta," p. 41. 
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to be decided and voted upon.' 
A great deal of praise was given the people of Atlanta, both black 
and white, for working shoulder to shoulder during this campaign. Of the 
awards given, the prohibition banner from the prohibition ladies of Atlanta 
was also presented to the First Ward Club. This occasion took place at 
8:00 in the basement of the courthouse on January 14, 1886. In presenting 
the award the Rev. Virgil Norwood, who was apparently the guest speaker 
at the ceremony, acknowledged the presence of the Atlanta University Glee 
Club and asked them to render a selection. The Glee Club did so with a 
beautiful temperance song. After which Reverend Norcross presented the 
banner to the First Ward Club. In doing so he urged that all bitterness, 
hate and political animosities be wiped out with the "sacred torch of 
2 
Christian love." 
The prohibition issue aroused much more enthusiasm and attention 
than did the coming city election. For that important election only 
about 3>900 persons registered to vote. Of this number 2,708 were white 
and 1,200 were black. From the number registered to vote it seems obvious 
that Atlanta citizens were much more interested in voting on liquor issues 
rather than for their city administrators. 
The newly elected city officials immediately turned their attention 
to the problem of drying up Atlanta. They quickly realized, however, 
that they did not have enough policemen to enforce compliance. Making 
the sale of liquor illegal, they decided to grant licenses to brewery and 
domestic wine dealers if they so requested them. The problems faced by 
'ibid., pp. 42-43. 
2 
Atlanta Constitution, January 15, 1886. 
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the city council are summed up in the following excerpt from the Con¬ 
stitution; 
Seventy is the total number of bar rooms and beer saloons 
in the city. On the first day of March the total number reached 
a hundred and three. Thirty-three of the dealers in the family 
distributor concluded that it was better to shut up shop than to 
wait til prohibition did it for them. The seventy licenses under 
which liquor and beer is being sold expired on the first day of 
July, and they cannot be renewed as the local option goes into 
effect at that time. "Does any license, wholesale or retail 
extend til after July?" asked the reporter of Mr. Oscar Hall of 
the city clerk's office. "Not one," was the reply. "It is said 
there is one dealer by the quart whose license does not expire 
til October." "I am sure that is a mistake. You see, before 
license is issued, and they are not issued for a longer period 
than one year, the applicant makes a bond and it is filed. On 
the first day of July the bond is out." "Well, how about soda 
founts?" "Oh, I guess those who know the wink can get all they 
want." "There will be no license?" "Certainly not, you see 
that is on the sly. There is no way possible for a man to get 
a license from the city to sell any kind of intoxicants. The 
tax committee refused to have anything to do with fixing any 
kind of license."1 
To protect the interest of the city and prevent the state from col¬ 
lecting all fines of violators, the "Garrett ordinance" was enacted. 
This statute outlawed the sale of liquor and established a $100.00 license 
fee for the sale of "unhibited wines.This ordinance did not apply 
to brewers, wholesale liquor dealers, sales under the one quart rule or 
domestic wines. 
With the enforcement of the prohibition deadline nearing, the 
Atlanta Brewery and Kimball House bar didn't seem to take it too seriously. 
The Kimball House said that they would continue to sell domestic wines 
and the brewery felt that they could legally deliver beer directly to 
^Ibid.. May 6, 1886. 
2 
James M. Wright, The License System of the City of Atlanta 
(Atlanta: Harper Printing Company, Inc.,1964), p. 201. 
31 
their customers. Situations of this nature continued to the point that 
it prompted Mayor Hi 11yer to call on citizens to aid in enforcing the 
law. In doing so he sent a proclamation to the Atlanta Cons titut ion 
office: 
In obedience to popular will the barrooms were all cleared 
last night, with the intention never again to be reopened 
or tolerated in our much loved city. It has been charged 
that you will not be able to live up to the high standard 
of morals which this step implies. Those who think so do not 
know you as I do, and as you know one another. In the might 
of your integrity you have borne with patience the unfounded 
comments of the uninformed or of prejudiced men. It now 
becomes you to prove them in the wrong. You were and are 
conscious that you acted from principle, and have done vhat is 
right. In the purpose to stand by the right, the great popu¬ 
lar heart of the city does not falter. The decree has gone 
forth. You have closed up the barrooms in Atlanta and because 
you love the city, and love one another and love your children-- 
blessed children—your will is that the barrooms remain closed 
forever. 
You will in a spirit of forebearance and moderation, and yet with 
such firmness as becomes you as men, unite to sustain the authori¬ 
ties of the city in the enforcement of this law. A just and 
healthy public opinion is the best safeguard in every community. 
As those who have differed with you see the good effects, opposi¬ 
tion if there be any, will quiet down and disappear. It is the 
high destiny of Atlanta to prove to the world that prohibition 
can be enforced in a large city. She is indeed "set upon a hill 
and her light cannot be hid." 
Geo. Hi 1 Iyer,^ 
Mayor. 
After the mayor's message, many Negroes began questioning the sale 
of liquor at the Kimball house and the Big Bonanza. A new phase of the 
prohibition question was presented. Some of them insisted that prohibition 
was a trick to deny them a right which white men still enjoyed. In front 
1 
Atlanta Constitution, July 1, 1886. 
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of the Lloyd Street Methodist Church many blacks began to present their 
gripes and grievances. Their concern was that, in enforcing the pro¬ 
hibition issue, all the black bars were closed while the majority of the 
white bars remained open for business. One black man made the following 
comments regarding this issue: 
Plenty of you Negroes voted for prohibition because your 
preacher told you it was the right thing to do. It was 
"wet or dry" when the chip was tossed up, and it came down 
"dry." I don't think anything about it, I know the Negroes 
have been tricked. I know they cannot buy liquor and I know 
white men can. I ain't going to have my civil rights imposed 
on, and if there's any law in Atlanta I'm going to have my 
liquor as long as a white man has his. Prohibition is a put 
up job by the democrats and those high hat Negro preachers.^ 
Because of repercussions of this nature, city officials had to act 
immediately. The City Council ruled against the sale of alcoholic bever¬ 
ages by the brewery but was confronted with a more difficult problem in 
reaching a decision on wine. It was impossible to check all wine dealers 
and there was just no way to be sure that only domestic wine was being 
sold anyway. To compound problems, wine room dealers usually camouflaged 
their windows in order to shield both their customers and their product 
from easy identification. The situation had really gotten to the point 
that prohibition was almost out of control. Code words were used by many 
? 
to get straight whiskey when they wanted it. 
On October 26, 1886 prohibitionists and antiprohibitionists again 
confronted each other for a city election. A total of 2,9^7 persons had 
registered to vote — 562 blacks and 2,335 whites. One of the most 
11bid.. July 12, 1886. 
^Wright, The License System, p. 210. 
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important issues that both antiprohibitionists and prohibitionists con¬ 
cerned themselves with during this election was the fusion ticket. This 
ticket came about to be considered when Negroes on each side threatened 
to go to the other unless granted representation on proposed steering com¬ 
mittees. After a period of deliberation their demand was met, as whites 
felt that this would perhaps prevent disunity among them and at the same 
time, prevent an organized minority from winning. 
In the minutes of the City Council as cited by Moore, Mayor Hi 1 Iyer 
stated that the city had prospered tremendously under his auspices since 
the adoption of prohibition. He further asserted that he had found the 
city with over one hundred saloons but left it with none. Nonetheless, 
he conceded that this period had been one of the stormiest in the city's 
hi story.^ 
As more and more significant questions were raised about prohi¬ 
bition it became increasingly apparent that the antiprohibitionists would 
seek a counter-referendum. April 1, 1887 twenty-seven policemen who were 
known to be antiprohibitionists were discharged from their jobs for 
neglect of duty. Also during this same month a Marietta Street Negro 
charged that two city detectives searched his home for liquor without 
2 
a warrant. 
Additional black demands during this period were quite forthright. 
As stated earlier, their demands came from both "wets" and "drys." 
Speaking at a courthouse gathering, the Reverend Edward Randolph Carter 
^Moore, "The Negro and Prohibition in Atlanta," p. 48. 
2Ibid., p. 49. 
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an antiprohibitionists, asserted that he had no fears that his congrega¬ 
tion which was over one thousand strong would vote for liquor. On the 
other hand the Reverend C. N. Grandison a black student at Gammon Seminary 
and a prohibitionist said that the two races were here to stay and must 
live in harmony with each other. However, the black prohibitionists were 
having trouble swelling their ranks, as blacks had been hurt before by 
them, namely when their bars had to shut and the white owned bars remained 
open. Therefore, they began to make certain other demands. One such 
demand was that unless two Negro policemen were named to the city police 
force they would vote for liquor. Many other blacks planned to vote 
against prohibition because Atlanta University was losing its annual grant. 
Bishop Henry McNeal Turner was another black man instrumental in the 
prohibition campaign. He asserted that Abraham Lincoln became a prohi¬ 
bitionist in 1846 or 1847 and remained so until his death. He then 
asked blacks whose advice would they follow, Lincoln's or Jefferson 
Davis's?^ Speaking for the opposition, William Pledger, a noted Atlanta 
politician and antiprohibitionist, said that he and Jefferson Davis 
2 
"certainly were together on this issue." Pledger felt strongly that 
blacks had been taken in the previous prohibition election and hoped to 
prevent such recurring actions in the coming election. 
Grandison, who himself seemed to have doubted the integrity of blacks, 
stated that to give the vote to the Negro was a dangerous experiment, 
especially if he sold out to whiskey. Listed below is information he 
1 Ibid., p. 52. 
^Atlanta Constitut ion, November 17, 1887- 
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imparted to a large number of blacks and a few whites at Bethel church: 
The presiding genius of the anti-prohibition campaign was the 
presiding genius of the convict lease. If prohibition prevails 
the convict lease system is doomed to extinction. The personal 
liberty he offers you is to get into the chain gang. 
The Negro is not to rise in this country by special legislation 
in his behalf. He must carve out his own destiny. A little 
money makes us all kin. I don't believe in social equality. 
It is all bosh. 
What will the antis do for us? What does DeGive do for our 
race? Any Negro woman who goes by that filthy way into his 
opera house is not fit to be a Negro woman. Any Negro man 
who throws up his hat for whiskey is not fit to be a Negro 
man. 
When the antis can show as decent and respectable a crowd as 
was gathered at the warehouse, then you may consider the 
propriety of joining the antis. How is it that Pledger, the 
pimps, the streetwalkers, Joe Brown and his convicts are all 
right, and the preachers and virtuous women are all wrong.^ 
Despite the efforts of the prohibitionists to save face, the center 
of attraction was an antiprohibitionist by the name of Yellowstone Kit 
who was popular among Negroes. He was regarded as a doctor, a preacher, 
a stump speaker and by many — a puzzle. One of his products was a herb 
pad that was suppose to cure any female weakness in ten days, eliminate 
2 
kidney ailments in twenty days and restore male potency in three weeks. 
His medicine show became a political football for his antiprohibitionist 
thoughts, subsequently, prompting the police to revoke his license. After 
his license was revoked, he gained even more supporters. 
As prohibition drew near a close, Kit spoke at several antiprohi¬ 
bition rallies exhorting blacks to remember that their liberties were in 
1 bid., November 12, 1887• 
2 
Moore, "The Negro and Prohibition in Atlanta," p. 53* 
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danger. He readily gave an example by telling of the revoking of his 
license. It is believed that many blacks voted against the banning of 
liquor because of the many injustices they saw inflicted upon them. 
Saturday, November 26, 1887, Atlantans went to the polls and voted 
to end prohibition by a majority of 1,122 votes out of a total of 9,244. 
The city went wet by 817 votes, the county by 305. The fourth ward 
which was predominantly black had the heaviest antiprohibition majority 
of 216 votes. South Bend was the only ward in the entire city that went 
dry 1 
Atlanta Constitut ion, November 27, 1887. 
CHAPTER III 
EDUCATION IN ATLANTA 
As in other areas of attainment blacks continued to press for the 
acquisition of as much education as possible. They knew that without 
becoming educated they would not be able to interpret the letter of the 
law, and without being able to do so there was no way for them to know 
or even prove, when they were being misused by whites. 
Education was being sought by every means possible. Blacks saw 
education as one of the major weapons and means of fighting racial dis¬ 
crimination. Many felt that education was the only key to success and 
without which, they were doomed. However, in order to achieve a formal 
education schools were needed, and these institutions had to have money. 
This money had to come from private sources, philanthropists or state or 
federal revenues. Realizing this, white demagogues set out to block any 
and every piece of legislation possible that was to lend support to black 
schools. One such example was the opposing of the Blair Bill by southern 
leaders in 1880. This bill provided for the appropriation of federal 
money to state schools, according to the amount of illiteracy in that 
state. The South, the most illiterate and poorest section in the United 
States, would have benefited greatly from this bill, but the fear of the 
return of federal benevolence similar to that provided by the Freedmen's 
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Bureau, proved too great for Southern sensibilities. 
Upon the rejection of this bill, blacks were faced with a very 
serious problem of receiving little or no education at all. In 1877, 
the report of the Committee on Public Schools in Atlanta stated quite 
vividly how most whites felt toward blacks getting an education: 
The cause of education is prospering throughout the world 
except in Africa and Georgia. The new state constitution 
in that respect is not as liberal as the one of 1868, but 
the power of public opinion will not permit the legislature 
seriously to abridge the scanty privileges of education now 
furnished by the state. Our former slaves will soon be 
better educated than many of their masters v/ere a few years 
ago; and the rising generation of colored people will fill 
positions that will be denied to uneducated whites. The 
world is governed by mind; the mind varies at the height of 
its powers only by education. Anyone who prefers that his 
own shall be the ruling race in this or other countries is 
in favor of educating our children as the means to this end. 
The most powerful and most prosperous people in the world 
encourage the highest in education. And the best investment 
that any nation, state or city can make is in educating its 
children. It is ignorant to increase the population without 
a corresponding increase in the expenses of supporting that 
population: Because a single educated man may have the power 
of many uneducated men.~ 
A year after this report was submitted, a petition to establish a 
school for blacks was presented to the city council and was referred to 
the Committee on Public Schools. The men responsible for this initial 
action were D. A. Beatie and Dr. T. S. Howell, consistent fighters for 
Negro rights. They suggested that the Storrs school house, controlled 
by the American Missionary Association, be used or that a bouse be 
^Francis Butler Simkins, The South Old and New (New York: Alfred 
A. Knopf, Inc., 19^+7), p. 233* 
^Proceedings, December 21, 1877J p. 586. 
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leased independently for school purposes. The Board seemed to favor the 
leasing of a house. Thereafter, the Public Schools Committee listed 
three grammar schools for Negro children which were grossly inadequate 
because in 1880 a special and joint committee was appointed to report 
on the erection of a "Colored School Building."^ This move was pushed by 
Dr. Howell who continuously stressed to the members of the council the 
dire need for the erection of a black school. The members of the Com¬ 
mittee reported that they had investigated the matter of building the 
school house for Negro children, and admitted that there was a grave 
necessity for such. Subsequently, they recommended an appropriation of 
thirty-five hundred dollars ($3,500) to begin construction." 
Although the Committee on Public Schools recommended the appro¬ 
priation of funds to erect a black school building, no action was taken 
for two months. Therefore, at a city council meeting, Beatie, with special 
permission pressed the council for immediate action to begin construction. 
Before the committee could reach a decision, one of the councilmen sug¬ 
gested that a check for two thousand dollars ($2,000) chargeable to the 
Board of Education's contingent fund, be allotted to begin immediate con¬ 
struction. This was to be in addition to the amount already al located.^ 
Three months later construction on the black school building commenced. 
As Mayor W. L. Calhoun was about to relinquish his office, he made 
reference in his speech to the erection of this school building as a 
great achievement during his term as mayor. However, he must not have 
^Ibid. , January 5, 1380, p. 298. 
2 
~Ibid., August 2, l880, p. 411. 
^Ibid., October 18, 1380, p. 441. 
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realized the red tape and complications black people had to go through in 
order to attain this school. Below is some information taken from this 
message: 
During the past year, we have erected on Fair Street a 
very handsome eight-grade school house, with all the 
modern appliances, at a cost of about $15,000, which in a 
great measure supplies the long felt want of room for the 
white children of the city. We have also in course of 
erection on the corner of Houston and Butler Streets, another 
building of the same size for colored children, which I trust 
will soon be complete and then all the children may receive 
the benefit of our free school system. 
Leading up to this point in history, a number of black institutions 
had already been established, however, with white support. In 1867, 
the Atlanta University was founded by the American Missionary Society 
and the Freedmen's Aid Society which was under the auspices of the Freed- 
men's Bureau. During this same year the Atlanta Baptist College, which 
is now Morehouse College, was founded by the Baptist Home Mission Society 
in Augusta, but was later moved to Atlanta.^ In 1880 the ministers of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church set out to build a college for 
the education of its young men and women. The land to build this insti¬ 
tution was purchased at $3,500* Construction was to begin immediately. 
In 1885 the north wing of this building was completed and dedicated to 
the memory of Reverend Morris Brown who was the second bishop of the 
A.M.E. Church. Thereafter the institution became known as "Morris Brown 
Col lege.The North wing was erected for about $10,000. Later a south 
wing was erected making a total expenditure of approximately, $25,000. 
^Ibid. , January 3> 1881, pp. 467-69. 
2 
Clarence A. Bacote, "Some Aspects on Negro Life in Georgia," The 
Journal of Negro History, XLIII (July, 1958), 202. 
^Carter, The Black Side, p. 45* 
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This money was not appropriated by the State School Board, but raised by 
Negroes from among Negroes for all black people of the state of Georgia.' 
Courses were offered in English, Normal Education, Academics and Indus¬ 
trial work. The school's first principal was Mrs. A. 0. Cary. The 
report of the State School Commissioner did not carry Morris Brown College 
for the year 1885, in fact, 1893 was the first year Morris Brown was 
O 
recorded on the tables of The Report on Colleges. 
With a great deal of enthusiasm and perserverance, blacks continued 
to acquire more education by establishing additional institutions for 
higher learning. One such institution was Spelman Seminary, which was 
founded in Atlanta in 1881. This seminary was established for the purpose 
of educating Negro girls. The founders were two New England women, 
Harriett E. Giles and Sophia B. Packard.^ 
In 1881 State School Commissioner Gustavus J. Orr made a statement 
to the General Assembly regarding the appropriation of funds and additional 
black teachers for Atlanta University. Below are excerpts from his mes¬ 
sage: 
I would further suggest that the Normal Department of the 
Atlanta University might receive aid and be used in this way 
for the benefit of the colored people if it is thought, by 
the General Assembly, that we can begin, at this time, to 
make similar provision for raising up a supply of colored 
teachers. The colored people, however, have already received 
1Ibid., p. 46. 
^Report of the State School Commissioner, 1885, p. 29. 
^Clarence A. Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University: A Century 
of Service 1865-1965 (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 
1969), p. 98. 
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very largely outside help, and a recent addition to this help 
has been made in the Slater Fund. Their necessities are not 
really so pressing in this matter as those of the white people.' 
Another institution for higher learning established during this 
period was Clark College. Clark was founded by the North Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 1870.^ In the report of Universities and Colleges, 
Clark College was listed as the first school that enrolled white students. 
In 1885 this school was equipped with eight instructors, two white female 
students, two hundred ninety-three black students and had property valued 
at $200,000.3 During this same year the report revealed that Atlanta 
University had a total of twenty instructors, two hundred ninety-seven 
black students, and property valued at $132,000.** 
In 1886 the number of white students at Clark were steadily increas¬ 
ing as an additional four white students were added. The black enrollment 
increased by nine. At the same time Atlanta University had lost six of 
its students but its property value went up to $222,700. Clark's pro¬ 
perty increased by $5,000.^ No statistics were shown whatever for the 
year 1887• 
On January 3> 1887, the Atlanta Board of Education presented a report 
'Report of the State School Commissioner, 1882, p. 43. 
2Bacote, "Some Aspects on Negro Life in Georgia," p. 202. 
^Report of the State School Commissioner, 1885, p. 29 
4Ibid. 
51bid., p. 69. 
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which distinguished whether the teachers in the Public Elementary Schools 
were black or white:* 
COLORED SCHOOLS 
SUMMER HILL SCHOOL — (160 Martin Street) 
(White Teachers) 
Mrs. E. N. Longan - Principal - $500 - 153 Whitehall 
Mrs. H. L. Harvey - Third Grade - 400 - 64 Georgia Avenue 
Mrs. E. L. Cunningham - Second Grade - 400 - 87 Clarke Street 
Miss F. Harvey - First Grade A - 400 - 64 Georgia Avenue 
Miss E. Agricola - First Grade - 400 - 105 East Hunter 
HOUSTON STREET SCHOOL (Houston Street) 
(Negro Teachers) 
Mrs. L. Hershaw - Principal - $600 - 142 Ira 
Mrs. I. Turner - Seventh Grade - 350 - 162 Butler 
Miss G. B. Mitchell - Sixth Grade - 315 - 49 Boulevard 
Miss C. E. Monroe - Fifth Grade - 325 - 110 Pine 
Miss R. Morehead - Fourth Grade - 300 - 137 Houston 
Miss A. D. Badger - Third Grade - 300 - 18 Clifford 
Miss E. M. Pope - Second Grade - 300 - 291 Calhoun 
Miss N. Baber - First Grade A - 300 - 321 Wheat 
Miss M. Hankerson - First Grade B - 300 - 214 Fort 
Miss K. Nelson - Supernumerary - 159 E. Cain 
Proceedings, January 3, 1887, pp. 220-221 . 
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MITCHELL STREET SCHOOL (Mitchell Street) 
(NEGRO TEACHERS) 
Mr. W. Hill - Principal - $600 - 182 Congress 
Miss H. Coles - Seventh Grade - 350 - 15 Hull 
Miss I. M. Clark - Sixth Grade - 325 - 161 Markham 
Miss J. M. Iboke - Fifth Grade - 325 - 214 Foundry 
Miss K. E. Short - Fourth Grade - 325 - 188 Clarke 
Miss W. E. Crawford - Third Grade - 300 - 12 Chapel 
Miss C. C. Thomas - Second Grade - 300 - Decatur 
Miss M. F. Pu11ins - First Grade - 300 - 75 E. Tatnall 
Miss M. W. Baker - First Grade - 300 - 75 Humphries 
With only three exceptions, all of the black teachers who taught 
in the Houston Street School and the Mitchell Street School, graduated 
from Atlanta University. These three individuals were Miss Iboke, Miss 
Baker and Miss Crawford. Atlanta University played a significant role in 
supplying the Atlanta area with qualified teachers. They assumed this role 
even more fully, once the idea of black teachers teaching black children 
became acceptable. The majority of Atlanta University graduates received 
their degrees in the years beginning in 1880 and ending in 1887 when the 
report was published. In 1873 and 1878 the University produced only two 
1 
graduates. 
Indeed there was a pay discrepancy in the salary schedule of white 
and black teachers. Black teachers saw this unfairness in the pay scale, 
Myron W. Adams, General Catalogue of Atlanta University (Atlanta: 
The Atlanta University Press, 1918), pp. 17-18. 
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but would not have thought much about it if more accommodations were pro¬ 
vided for the education of the children of the Negro citizens of Atlanta. 
In order to correlate its rules and regulations with the prerequi¬ 
sites of the State, the Atlanta Board of Education in its annual report 
of 1887 discussed the subject of a normal class. The purpose of this 
normal class was to help teachers to become more proficient in their sub¬ 
ject areas. All white teachers were required to attend, but there were 
no normal classes set up for black teachers. At this time there were 
Negro teachers employed by the Atlanta Public School System, but were 
theoretically under the subject of normal class.^ 
It is somewhat paradoxical that the same question regarding teacher 
student racial ratio and balancing that existed in the period studied 
still exists today, but on a much broader scale. 
As a result of the official action taken by the University Board 
of Visitors, Atlanta University was put into the spotlight of concern. 
The Governor, the Georgia State Legislature and the University Board of 
Visitors refused to continue its appropriation of $8,000 to Atlanta Uni¬ 
versity because of certain findings resulting from the evaluation of the 
school. These findings were that Atlanta University was teaching white 
students and would not receive any additional funds until this practice 
ceased.^ In May, 1887, after inspecting Atlanta University, the Board 
^Carter, The Black Side, p. 236. 
^Proceedings, January 3> 1887, p. 229. 
3James S. Hook, Report of the Public Schools of the State of 
Georgia (Atlanta: W. J. Campbell, State Printer, Constitution Job 
Office, 1888), p. 28. 
46 
Visitors submitted this report to the Governor: 
We find in attendance...a number of white students of 
various ages and both races, most of them having more or 
less connection with the members of the faculty and other 
officers, and one at least, entirely unconnected with the 
officials....We have ascertained by conference with the 
members of the faculty...that it is the avowed intention 
to receive all white children who apply to break down the 
existing barriers against the coeducation of the races.... 
It occurs to us that the admission of white children to a 
participation in the benefit of this appropriation, aside 
from the violation of the general policy of the State is, 
in this case a misuse of public funds.^ 
It seems unbelieveab1e that the Board of Visitors was unaware of 
the presence of white students at Atlanta University before 1887. Mrs. 
Mary (Chase) Kirkland, daughter of Professor Chase (white instructor) 
tells of her enrollment at Atlanta University as a child: 
It must have been known before that the teachers' children 
were in the classes with the colored scholars. My education 
was begun there, and other teachers came who had children, 
they naturally sent them into the school where they could 
easily look after them, and know that the instruction they 
received was good. I had quaked before this committee many 
times, and although I might pass for colored as well as some 
of the other students, I am sure they knew there were some 
white children there.2 
If the Board of Visitors was aware that white students attended 
Atlanta University, it was not reported, as reports of the State School 
Commissioner did not show white students attending Atlanta University 
until 1888. Statistical reports were not submitted in 1887.^ This was 
^Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University, pp. 87-88. 
^Ibid♦, pp. 88-89. 
^Report of the State School Commissioner, 1888, p. 93* 
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the year that Dr. Gustavus J. Orr, the State School Commissioner died, 
and could be the reason why no figures were reported from Atlanta Uni¬ 
versity. Another reason why Atlanta University statistics were not repor¬ 
ted could be that the school charter which was granted in 1867 expired 
in 1887.1 
In 1889 the average monthly cost of tuition at Atlanta University 
was $3.00 while at Clark it was only $1.00. Atlanta University had 
2 
increased its number of instructors to twenty-eight. Interestingly 
enough, the report of Universities and Colleges listed the students by 
race in their reports, but did not deem it necessary to assess the number 
of white instructors as compared to the number of black instructors who 
taught predominantly black students at these institutions. 
In I89I, S. D. Bradwell became the new State School Commissioner. 
Clark College recorded its largest number of white enrol lees during this 
year, which totaled sixteen. Atlanta University did not show the number 
of students enrolled, but records reveal that their average monthly 
tuition cost dropped from $3.00 to $1.50.^ Two years later information 
found showed Morris Brown and Spelman Seminary listed in the report of 
the State School Commissioner. It is quite amazing to see how Spelman 
Seminary's average monthly tuition exceeded by far, the tuition of the 
other institutions up to 1895 
^Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University, p. 101. 
^Report of the State School Commissioner, 1889, p. 107. 
31bid.. 1891, p. 107. 
Report of the State School Commissioner, 1880-1895. 












1880 (Not Recorded) 
1881 Atlanta University 14 341 $17.00 $ 9.00 $110,000 
1882 Atlanta University 14 301 17.00 9.00 132,000 
1884 Atlanta University 20 326 17.00 8.50 132,000 
1885 Atlanta University 20 297 17.00 8.50 132,000 
Clark College 8 293 2 13.00 9.00 200,000 
1886 Atlanta University 18 291 13.00 9.00 222,700 
Clark College 12 302 6 13.00 9.00 205,000 
1887 (Report Not Filed) Average Monthly 
Tuition Cost 
1888 Atlanta University 18 5H 7 3.3 7h> 185,000 
Clark Col lege 22 371 9 1 .00 200,000 
1889 Atlanta University 28 667 10 3.00 165,000 
Clark Col 1ege 27 424 13 1 .00 
1891 Atlanta University 29 (No figures reported) 1.50 250,000 
Clark Col lege 16 450 16 1.00 300,000 
1892 (Atlanta University and Clark College were not carried in report) 
1893 Atlanta University 27 444 4 1 .50 250,000 
Morris Brown 9 428 1.35 75,000 
Spelman Seminary 36 627 4.94 150,000 
1894 Clark Col1ege 22 330 1 .00 300,000 
Spelman Seminary 38 491 5.80 150,000 
Morris Brown 11 484 1 .50 75,000 
1895 C1 ark Col 1ege 22 330 1.00 300,000 
Spelman Seminary 39 550 6.25 150,000 
Morris Brown 11 401 1 .60 75,000 
CHAPTER IV 
ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS ACTIVITIES 
The economic basis of second-class citizenship for blacks was 
rooted deep in slavery. On the eve of the Civil War almost nine out of 
ten blacks were slaves. The vast majority of these slaves in Atlanta 
were field hands and domestic servants. A small number were carpenters, 
coopers, tailors, shoemakers, bootmakers, cabinetmakers, plasterers and 
seamtresses. Others were employed on railroad construction and in textile 
... 1 
mills. 
At the end of the war, most blacks were without capital, without 
the rudiments of education, and without experience in work except as 
agricultural field hands and as domestic servants. Competition was great 
especially between the poor whites. Antagonism between the poor whites 
and blacks dated back to the ante-bellum period and continued after the 
Civil War. It intensified, however, as these two groups became com- 
2 
petitors in the labor market. 
In 1865, the industrial system, based mainly on slave labor was 
destroyed; and a system of "free labor," employing four million black men 
^Logan, The Betrayal of the Negro, p. 125* 
0 
Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy (New York: Doubleday and Company,1944), p. 582. 
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set free by the war measure, had to be put in effect on very short notice. 
The Negro slave, in the South had been for many years the actual arti¬ 
san who met peculiar conditions in the readjustments caused by the Civil 
War. For a time of course, the old conditions remained and the Negro 
artisan, frequently advised by his former master, still to a certain 
extent, regarded him as such. This great trust was one of the major 
problems which later added to his burden, especially economically. 
The opposition of white mechanics to Negro workmen which was evi¬ 
dent in the pre-war days became more intense. After the emancipation 
of the slaves and the competition which followed the untutored inexperi¬ 
enced black mechanic found himself outdistanced by his thriftier white 
competitor, sometimes by fair means, sometimes by foul. Without pro¬ 
tection and getting less and less assistance from his former master, the 
black artisan found himself being gradually supplanted by the white work¬ 
ingman. He also found himself at a political disadvantage as he had no 
political power with which to defend himself. He was left solely at the 
mercy of his white competitors, who were armed with the ballot. Since 
his security, and in the long run, his very economic existence depended 
upon possession of the ballot, the Negro made desperate efforts to secure 
that power. These efforts to secure the ballot further complicated his 
economic position. 
The new industrial development of the South brought about additional 
demands upon mechanics. The automotive and innovative changes almost 
ended the black mechanic's career completely, as he found himself ill- 
equipped and unprepared to meet the new changes in the system. 
In the latter years of the 19th century, jobs formerly classified 
51 
as "Negro jobs," and which no white man previously accepted were now 
being filled by white workers. One can imagine the tremendous amount of 
pressure blacks were then confronted with. Almost all of the jobs were 
gone and there was very little free land left to farm on. Consequently, 
black people began to migrate to more plentiful farming lands in the mid¬ 
west. Others were apt to drop farming altogether, as they ventured to 
the North to begin life anew in urban communities. Nonetheless, this 
migration did not end the competition in the field of economic stability, 
as attempts were made to exclude blacks in practically all occupational 
lines except domestic services. To lend further proof of this, the newer 
American white immigrants were gobbling up the traditional occupations 
as domestics, caterers, boot-blacks, coachmen and butlers, with every 
available opportunity. This additional competition with immigrants, 
along with the competition already encountered, relegated blacks to the 
lowest possible economic positions and showed little promise in only two 
areas -- agricultural and domestic services. ^ 
In August 1880, the Atlanta Constitution gave an account of the 
types of jobs held by black people and the types of businesses in which 
blacks were successful: 
In business pursuits there are 40 boot and shoe makers, 
40 retail grocers, 75 draymen, 25 hackmen, 20 blacksmiths, 
12 barbers, 2 tailors, several boarding house keepers, 2 
restaurants, 5 confectioners, 3 dealers in fruit, 1 dentist, 
1 undertaker, 1 veterinary surgeon, 1 mattress maker and 1 
billiard table keeper. Of boot blacks, newspaper venders, 
^Ira De A. Reid, Negro Membership in American Labor Unions (New 
York: The Alexander Press, 1930), p. 7. 
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porters, peddlers, drummers, messengers, hostlers, 
waiters, and those engaged in mechanical pursuits, we 
have no special data, for they are numerous.' 
As stated earlier, black mechanics were numerous but were being 
systematically eliminated through technological means. In spite of racial 
complications, there were still many blacks who achieved. Some had tax¬ 
able property amounting in round figures to $250,000. At the same time 
there were others who gave in property under $1,000 but over $100-00 in 
2 
value. 
Barbering was one of the most profitable Negro businesses in 
Atlanta at this time, and a number of blacks engaged in it. Among the 
most successful blacks in this business, Alonzo Herndon was perhaps the 
most successful of all. 
In Atlanta whites were quite active in their attempts to keep blacks 
in the low, menial labor groups. Excerpts from Ivan Allen's Atlanta 
From the Ashes tell how industrial organizations were encouraged to settle 
in Atlanta because of the abundance of cheap labor and other factors. 
This further attests of how blacks were quite instrumental in the build- 
i ng of this city: 
1. The labor supply and quality taken together not only 
constitutes a major factor in the selection of a site 
for an industrial plant but are of transcendent importance 
in manufacturing success. 
2. The labor situation of Atlanta is excellent, because there 
is ample supply; it is of a superior character, the white 
^Atlanta Constitution, August 24, 1880. 
2Ibid. 
•^Bacote, "Some Aspects of Negro Life In Georgia," p. 188. 
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labor being nearly all native, Anglo-Saxon Americans. 
They are intelligent, honest and speak the English language, 
and, therefore labor troubles are infrequent and never seri¬ 
ous . 
3. The majority of the common labor is performed by the Negro 
population, which is well qualified for the character of 
work and content to be engaged in it. 
4. The scales of wages is often materially lower than that 
which exists in other cities, but these comparatively low 
rates of pay are more than counterbalanced by the fact 
that the work is continuous, not being interrupted either 
by strikes or weather conditions.^ 
In spite of the white man's strenuous efforts to keep blacks sub¬ 
merged in the menial types of labor, many workers gradually emerged above 
the surface of the low class laboring groups and proved themselves cap¬ 
able of engaging in higher types of labor which required a high degree 
of skill. As the number of blacks in the semiskilled and skilled labor¬ 
ing groups increased, questions of their ability to engage in these tasks 
became numerous. 
On the other hand, while some whites doubted the integrity of blacks 
others gave them due credit. An example of this is summarized in the 
following statement: 
For two centuries almost all the labor of the South both 
skilled and unskilled was by the man of African lineage. He 
was not only the butcher that slaughtered the cattle, but 
also the tanner that prepared the hide, and the shoemaker that 
put it into shape. He was the laborer that fell the tree as 
well as he who sawed it into boards, and he who dug the clay 
and burned the brick; he was also the workman who put the 
finished product into the buildings. Though his field is now 
Ivan Earnest A1len, 
Ruralist Press, 1928), pp. 




being encroached upon by the native white man and the 
foreigner, he is still the ubiquitous artisan of the 
South. 1 
Economically, the year 1890 was one of the best years the city 
experienced. This was stated in a lead off statement in the Constitution 
while assessing the Atlanta Lumber Company: "Atlanta is fast growing to 
2 
be the yellow pine lumber system of the South." Some other companies 
and firms listed were: Georgia Soap Workers, Clayton Sewing Machine 
Motor Company, Atlanta Furniture Manufacturing, Atlanta Bridge and Axle 
Works, Boyd and Baxter Furniture Company, Southern Agriculture Works and 
Winship Machine Company.3 
In this same issue of the Cons titution, an account of some Negroes 
who had become economically successful in life was given. All of the 
blacks who were interviewed had previously been slaves. Most of them came 
to Atlanta without any money at all, while at the same time each had a 
very marketable skill. The skill that they put into practice to begin 
life anew, had previously been taught them during their period of servi¬ 
tude. Further information revealed that all of these successful blacks 
voted the Republican ticket for national elections, but used their own 
discretion, according to the candidates seeking office, in the local and 
state elections. Although, for the most part, none of them became openly 
involved in politics. This could very well account, to a large degree, 
^Charles Lionel Franklin, The Negro Labor Unionist of New York 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1936), p. 30. 
^Atlanta Cons titution, August 31, 1890. 
31 b i d. 
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why they were economically successful. Being skilled in their own trade 
and not at all involved in politics proved to be no threat at all to 
whites, in their political maneuvering. 
Some of these successful Negroes were blacksmiths, carpenters, 
stablemen and laborers. Listed below by name as written in an editorial 
of the Constitution^ are some of their comments as to how they achieved 
success. R. D. Badger, a black dentist who lived on Peachtree Street 
paid taxes on $9,600 worth of property. When asked how he made it he 
said: 
I was a slave, and belonged to Dr. J. B. Badger, of 
DeKalb county. He taught me dentistry, and I came to 
Atlanta in '56 to practice. I didn't have any money, and 
had to work on Sunday to pay for my instruments. But I 
soon got a start, and have made and saved money since that 
time. 
As to politics I have always voted for a republican president, 
but that's the extent of my politics. I always vote with 
the democrats in local matters, and don't stand in with the 
republicans of Atlanta much, anyhow. They call me a democrat. 
I take no hand in the force bill whatever. I have no desire 
to leave the south. I am at home and contented here. 
The taxable property of James Tate amounted to $7,000. He reported 
that : 
I was a slave and belonged to Dr. A. G. Tate of this 
state. 
I came to Atlanta in 1865, and commenced selling goods with 
$6 capital. I conducted myself in a way to get credit, and 
have been sided by white men in Atlanta. I paid them back 
and am now doing a good business. 
I am a republican. The white people never make me feel any 
worse for my politics or my color, and all my interests are 
1 
Atlanta Constituti on, August 31, 1890. 
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with them. I don't understand the force bill, and am 
neither for it or against it. 
Peter Eskridge was known as one of the richest black merchants in 
Atlanta. His comments regarding his prosperity appear below: 
I was a slave and owned by Dr. John Eskridge, of Jackson 
county. 
I came to Atlanta in '60 without a cent but was as good a 
blacksmith as ever held a horse's leg between his own; so 
I made money. 
I have been a merchant five years. I vote the republican 
ticket in all national campaigns, but the democratic on 
local issues. 
As to the force bill, I don't take any stock in it what¬ 
ever. I am no politician and think the force bill is 
simply a piece of nonsense stirred up for the gain of the 
republican party. 
It is a matter for politicians at Washington, that's all. 
Nothing can come of it so far as we are concerned. 
Willis Murphy another Negro paid taxes on $6,725 worth of property 
Below are his comments: 
I was a slave and was owned by L. M. Murphy of Jonesboro. 
I started life in Atlanta as a carpenter. Came here with 
$130, and bought a lot for $100 and some lumber for $30. Built 
me a house, sleeping on the ground in the meantime. 
I worked as a carpenter until '81, when I went into 
mercantile pursuits with what money I had earned. Soon I 
was able to buy the granite store in which I now do business. 
I am a republican, but take no stand in politics to amount 
to anything. I never campaigned for any candidate in my life. 
I vote for republicans in national elections, but do as I 
think best in local issues regardless of party. I have 
nothing to say about the force bill. It hasn't bothered me 
much. 
A. J. Del bridge a shoemaker paid taxes on $4,075 worth of property 
His comments concerning his success were as follows: 
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Yes, I was a slave. I was owned by G. W. Delbridge of 
Notasulga, Alabama, and came to Atlanta in '65 and went 
to work in a livery stable without a penny. 
Shoemaking was my trade and I soon went back to it. I 
made money and saved it. 
Always I have been a republican, and have no touble in voting 
for republican candidates whenever I wanted to do it. I am 
indifferent as to the force bill, having thought but little 
on the concern. 
The Tax records showed David Howard's property valued at $9,600. 
When asked about his career he said: 
I was a slave and belonged to Colonel T. C. Howard of 
Atlanta. After the war I began asa_railroad porter and made 
some money that way. My old master left me $200 at his 
death and with this and what I made in the railroad business 
I have been able to go into undertaking business. 
I am a republican, but what might be termed as an independent 
republican. I do not affiliate very devotedly with the party, 
but always vote for a republican president. 
As to the force bill, I think we need something better. It 
has many objectionable features that does not exist so long 
as the races hold their proper spheres. 
The property of Floyd Crumbley was appraised at $7,000. He was 
regarded as a progressive merchant on Wheat Street. His comments 
attesting to his successful progress follow: 
I was a slave and still hold the name of my master, Dr. 
J. Crumbley, who lived in Floyd county. 
After the war I joined the United States Army and went with 
a division out to Texas and Indian Territory. 
I got to be a sergeant major while in the army, but quit 
service after staying in the West for five years. 
I came back to Atlanta and went to clerking. In '85 I 
began mercantile business on my own hook. Messrs. Wyite 
and Green gave me a start by letting me have $300 worth 
of goods. Upon this I have built up my comfortable little 
for tune. 
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I am a republican, but I have no affiliation with the 
party in Georgia, more than to vote with it in national 
elections. 
I never meddle in politics. The force bill would do more 
harm than good, I think and I really see no reason to ask 
such legislation. I can, of course only speak for myself, 
but I do want to say, I have never met wi th the slightest 
interference from the white people, either at the ballot 
box or over my counters. They aee my friends, and I always 
conscientiously vote for what I consider the best interest 
of Atlanta. 
Another successful black man was William Finch. Finch operated 
a tailor shop on Peachtree Street and had some of the most prominent 
men in the city as his customers. He was so successful in his business 
that he was able to own several horses and a buggy. Finch was also 
able to build a beautiful hone on Edgewood Avenue worth six thousand 
dollars.^ 
The state of Georgia Comptroller General's Report shows quite 
clearly the amount of property returned by black tax payers yearly in 
the city of Atlanta from 1380-1895•^ 
Year 
Number of Acres 
of Land Value of Land 
City or 
Town Property 
1880 882 $14,224 $230,946 
1881 929 16,580 293,135 
1882 1227 19,510 326,275 
1883 1214 25,155 363,435 
1884 1092 27,135 431,835 
^Carter, The Black Side, p. 76 • 
2 
Georgia Comptroller General, Report, 1880-1895, Table XVI. 
59 
Year 
Number of Acres 
of Land Value of Land 
City or 
Town Property 
1885 1 119 $ 34,435 $ 439,545 
1886 1287 48,515 490,565 
1887 895 43,300 493,580 
1888 1448 56,210 546,650 
1889 1294 103,835 700,660 
1890 1351 94,985 845,561 
1891 1249 130,040 1,032,065 
1892 1274 101,305 1,181,570 
1893 1314 103,000 1,250,475 
1894 1247 99,460 1,088,420 
1895 1173 103,920 1,015,050 
Because of the discrimination that existed within the labor market, 
blacks viere compelled to accept lower wages than whites and were fre¬ 
quently drawn upon for strike breaking by Northern industrialists. This 
unfortunate role that Negro labor was called upon to play threatened 
the progress of the then impotent labor movement. In the South compe¬ 
tition widened the social distance that the slave regime had put between 
the Negro and the poor whites who grew increasingly apathetic when not 
actually hostile to each other's welfare.^ 
^Sterling D. Spero and Abram L. Harris, The Black Worker: The 
Negro and the Labor Movement (New York: Atheneum, Columbia University 
Press, 1968), p. 33- 
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With the disintegration of the Knights of Labor and the rise of 
pure and simple trade unionism, the masses of Negroes increasingly 
excluded on racial grounds were placed psychologically at a great dis¬ 
tance from the white working class. Meanwhile, blacks were turning to 
the programs which Samuel C. Armstrong inaugurated in the sixties at 
Hampton Institute, and which his disciple Booker T. Washington, placed 
before the country in 1895 as the Negro's economic and industrial 
emancipation.^ In Washington's famous Atlanta exposition speech of 
1895» he asserted that "ignorant and inexperienced, it is not strange 
that in the first years of our new life we began at the top instead of at 
the bottom; that a seat in Congress or the State legislature was more 
sought than real estate or industrial skill; that the political con¬ 
vention or stump speaking had more attraction than starting a dairy farm 
or truck garden." He counseled Negroes to "cast down your bucket where 
you are — cast it down in making friends in every manly way of the people 
of all races by whom we are surrounded. Cast it down in agriculture, 
2 
mechanics, in commerce, in domestic service, and in the professions." 
When Washington delivered the Atlanta address, the skilled Negro 
worker was being eliminated by more advantageously situated white men 
supported by all-white trade unions. The greatest losses were suffered 
between 1865 and 1890, and even in 1900 the proportion of Negroes in eight 
major skilled occupations showed little sign of increasing.^ 
^Ibid., p. 48. 
2 
Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery: An Autobiography (New 
York: Doubleday, Page and Company, 1902), p. 218. 
JSpero and Harris, The Black Worker, p. 49. 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
As a result of this study one can more clearly visualize in a 
compiled form the political, educational and economic aspects of black 
people in Atlanta from 1880-1895* Many accounts of this study may be 
surprising to the reader, for it is quite evident that some of the same 
problems that existed in the 19th century still exist today. Nonethe¬ 
less, the progress made by blacks, despite these intricate recurring 
barriers is indisputable; no other people have endured such hardship 
over such a long period of time, and are continuing to persevere and 
advance as blacks. 
During almost every crucial period in history there has been some 
type of legislation passed to theoretically "protect the Negro." Realis¬ 
tically, few if any of theselegislative acts were of lasting benefit 
to the masses of black people, as the system was of such a nature that 
blacks had to depend upon whites for their very human existence. 
When of the opinion that the ballot was their best weapon, they 
were confronted from all angles by different party manipulators who 
attempted to show what all their party had done and could do for them — 
just to secure their vote. Not all efforts to secure black votes were 
kindly sought. Forceful methods were most often used including bribery, 
intimidation and even ballot box stuffing. Also, demagogues were implanted 
61 
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within both races to promulage more dissension. Black people continued 
to fight racial oppression and for human dignity, through every possible 
means. These means included acquiring more education, attempting to 
reach the white man's conscience, by amalgamation, integration, separa¬ 
tion and even talk of the overthrow of the government. 
The facts of the past should serve as a guiding light in the 
present -- "we should be so good so that the problems which confront us 
today as seeds, will pass on to the next generation tomorrow as blos¬ 
soms."^ The investigator cannot help but feel that this was the motto 
of the many blacks who toiled with their blood, sweat and tears to make 




Total number of blacks registered in the city of Atlanta and 
Fulton county by year from 1880-1895»^ 
Year Black Whi te 
1880 849 3119 
1881 800 2788 
1882 771 3034 
1883 772 3231 
1884 773 3340 
1885 940 3499 
1886 1035 3702 
1887 996 3791 
1888 999 3967 
1889 1209 4300 
1890 1292 5042 
1891 1507 5405 
1892 1561 5904 
1893 1598 6363 
1894 1305 6440 
1895 1237 6556 




Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, 
1880-1891. Atlanta, 1891. 
Atlanta City Council Proceedings. Atlanta, Georgia, 1880-1895. 
Comptroller General's Report, 1880-1895. 
Hook, James S. Report of the Public Schools of the State of Georgia. 
Atlanta: W. J. Camobe11, State Printer, Constitution Job 
Office, 1888. 
Report of the State School Commissioner of Georgia to the General 
Assembly. Atlanta, 1880-1895- 
Books 
Adams, Myron W. General Catalogue of Atlanta University. Atlanta: 
The Atlanta University Press, 1918. 
Allen, Ivan Earnest. Atlanta From the Ashes. Atlanta: Ruralist Press, 
1929. 
Bacote, Clarence A. The Story of Atlanta University: A Century of 
Service 1865-1965. Atlanta: Atlanta University, 1969. 
Carter, Edward R. The Black Side: A Partial History of the Business, 
Religious and Economic Side of the Negro in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Atlanta: E. R. Carter, 1894. 
Du Bois, W. E. Burghardt. Some Notes on Negro Crime, Particularly in 
Georqia. "Atlanta University Publications," IX; Atlanta: Atlanta 
University Press, 1904. 
Ezell, John Samuel. The South Since I865. New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1963• 
Franklin, Charles Lionel. The Negro Labor Unionist of New York. New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1936. 
64 
65 
Logan, Rayford W. The Betrayal of the Negro: From Rutherford B. Hayes 
to Woodrow Wilson. London: Collier-Macmillan Ltd., 19o5. 
Martin, Thomas H. Atlanta and Its Builders. Volume II. Atlanta: 
Century Memorial Publishing Company, 1902. 
Myrdal, Gunnar. An American Delimma: The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy. Volume I.New York:Doubleday and Company, 1944. 
Reid, Ira De A. Negro Membership in American Labor Unions. New York: 
The Alexander Press, 1930. 
Simkins, Francis Butler. The South Old and New. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, Inc., 1947. 
Spero, Sterling D. and Harris, Abram L. The Black Worker: The Negro 
and the Labor Movement. New York: Atheneum, Columbia University 
Press, 1968. 
Washington, Booker T. Up From Slavery: An Autobiography. New York: 
Doubleday, Page & Company, 1902. 
Woodward, C. Vann. Origins of the New South, 1877-1913» Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana: Louisiana State University Press, 1951» 
Wright, James M. The License System of the City of Atlanta, Atlanta: 
Harper Printing Company, Inc., 1964. 
Articles 
Bacote, Clarence A. "Some Aspects on Negro Life in Georgia." The 
Journal of Negro History, XLIII (July, 1958), 186—213» 
Moore, John Hammond. "The Negro and Prohibition in Atlanta, I885-I887." 
The South Atlantic Quarterly, LXIX (Winter, 1970), 38-57. 
Newspapers 
Atlanta Constitution. Atlanta, Georgia, 1880-1895. 
Atlanta Journal. Atlanta, Georgia, 1880—1895• 
